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November 2-18, 2008    Living Generously

A Civic Collaboration of the 

Arts, Humanities, And Religion

Report on the 2007 Festival
Thanks to all our sponsors, 

donors, advertisers, and 
community partners!

Over 80% of our $300,000 
annual budget is funded 

through your generosity.

Major Festival Financial Partners:

Allen Whitehill Clowes 
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Spirit & Place
is a collaborative 

community festival 
managed by 

The Polis Center, 
part of the IU School 

of Liberal Arts 
at IUPUI.

…a festival of fun

…a marketplace for ideas

…an explosion of creativity

…a place to practice conversation

Our Mission:
To engage the arts, 

humanities, and 
religion in collaborative 
action to promote civic 

engagement, respect 
for diversity, thoughtful 

reflection, public 
imagination, and 

enduring change in our            
communities.
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71 Festival Events
in

17 days
enjoyed by

15,000 people!

From the impact of Hoosier generosity abroad and 
knitting ministries to jazz and philanthropy …

Exhibits � Poetry Readings � Original Plays �
Intergenerational Gatherings � Concerts �

Workshops � Dinner-Discussions � Worship 
Services � Panel Discussions � and More!

Events for All Ages & Interests

Authors and Artists

Poets and Performers 

Civic and Community Leaders

Playwrights and Preachers

Storytellers and Scholars

illuminated the 2007 theme Living Generously 

during the Festival through…

Over 400 National and Local Presenters … Fast Facts for 2007

Event Attendance            15,000

Total Community Impact* 25,000

Partnering Organizations                  144 

Presenters                        400 

Events (selected by a community panel) 71 

Venues                                    62

* Includes event attendance, airing of the Public Conversation 
and theme essayists.

Public Conversation
The opening dialogue of the 12th Annual Spirit & Place Festival

Nathan Dungan Patty Stonesifer Bernice Johnson Reagon
Founder, Share Save Spend                CEO, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation                   Founder, Sweet Honey in the Rock

Moderated by Indiana Author Scott Russell Sanders

“I was so inspired and challenged by 
the speakers at the Public Conversation 
…Spirit and Place has become a place 
where I expect to hear the ‘prophetic 

voice’ in these confusing times.”

Dr. David Carlson, Franklin College
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Events by Discipline
Spirit & Place promotes interdisciplinary collabora tion.

Humanities

9 (13%)

Arts

3 (4%)

Religion

0 (0%)

Arts &   
Humanities

11 (15%)

Humanities 
& Religion

13 (18%)

Arts &   
Religion

3 (4%)

Arts,   
Humanities 
& Religion

32 (45%)

71 Events Total

Events by Cost/Accessibility 
Spirit & Place events are accessible.

• 48 free (67.6% of events)
• 10 free-will offering/donation requested

• 13 fee-based
• 68 events were held in accessible 

venues

Public Evaluation of Events
Spirit & Place offers high quality events that educ ate, inform, and 
entertain, while providing opportunities to interac t, reflect, converse, and  
take action.

Percent (from 2,794 responses) that strongly agreed or agreed wit h the 
following:*

• Interested in attending S&P next year 96.6%

• Event quality was high overall 94.2%

• Program was well organized 93.6%

• Presenters were excellent 92.4% 

• Facilities were appropriate 91.8% 

• Grounded in arts, religion, or humanities 91.1%

• Gained deeper understanding of topic 86.5%

• Event related to festival theme 88.6%

• Interested in learning more about topic 76.0%

• Encouraged to take part in related discussions/activities 73.2%

• Able to actively participate in events 69.2%

• Visuals/handouts were helpful (30.4% not applicable) 58.2%
* Responses are comparable to 2006

“Spirit & Place is a real treasure 
in our city!”

Festival Participant

Audience 
Characteristics

Data from 
2,794 responses (2007)
2,304 responses (2006)

Number of Years Attending S&P

• 1 year 42.3% (41.68% in 2006)
• 2 years 13.2%

• 3 years 12.8%
• 4 years 7.8%
• 5 years 7.3%
• 6+ years 16.5%
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Gender & Age

Gender:
• Female 73% 
• Male 26.7% 

Age: Total Audience 1 st Time Attendees
(42.3% of total respondents)

• 0-17 2.2% 3.7%
• 18-24 6.2% 13.6%
• 25-34 9.5% 15.3%
• 35-44 12.7% 15.7%
• 45-54 20.6% 19.6%
• 55-64 27.4% 20.0%
• 65+ 21.4% 12.0%

Age Comparison
Spirit & Place is gradually beginning to draw young er 
audiences.

Age: 2006 2007

• 0-17 1.6% 2.2%
• 18-24 4.7% 6.2%
• 25-34 7.7% 9.5%
• 35-44 9.9% 12.7%
• 45-54 19.0% 20.6%
• 55-64 25.9% 27.4%
• 65+ 24.3% 21.4%

“I took my family and one extra teen. 
We had a lovely evening listening, 

sharing the food and 
conversation…what a neat way to learn 
about other people and their culture.”

Festival participant

Race & Ethnicity

Total 1 st Time Attendees

(42.3% of total respondents)

• African-American 6.9% 9.2%
• American Indian 0.4% 0.9%
• Asian/Pacific Islander 2.0% 2.8%
• Caucasian 86.9% 81.8%
• Hispanic/Latino 2.1% 3.1%
• Multiracial 1.7% 2.2%

Educational Attainment

Total 1 st Time Attendees
(42.3% of total respondents)

• Less than H.S. diploma 2.0% 3.5%
• High school diploma/GED 10.3% 14.5%
• Associate’s degree 8.5% 9.1%
• Bachelor’s degree 31.3% 35.3%
• Graduate/professional degree  47.8% 37.6%

Festival 
Partners

60 Primary/Lead Partners
+   84 Collaborating Partners
=  144 Total Festival Partners
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60 Primary Partners
Spirit & Place effectively engages a balance 
of organizations from all three disciplines.

% of % of

Primary Partners      Festival Events

Arts & Cultural Organizations 32%           35%

Faith-Based Organizations 30%          38%

Humanities/Civic Organizations 38%           27%

Partner Satisfaction
Spirit & Place is effective in stimulating creativi ty, 
collaboration, and capacity for festival partners.

Percent of primary partners which strongly agreed o r agreed that:
Total 1 st Time Partners 

(38% of respondents)

• S&P was good for their organization overall (up 7.4%) 98.4% 95.9%

• S&P is well-organized 95.2%              91.7% 

• S&P planning support was helpful (up 34.7% overall) 93.7% 91.7%

• They are interested in participating in 2008 (up 11.6%) 86.6%              75.0% 

• S&P will spark future collaborations (up 6.7%) 85.7% 79.2% 

• S&P helped expand their audience 82.6% 75.0% 

• The online application process was user-friendly 80.9% 66.6% 

• S&P cross-marketing was helpful (up 2%) 80.7% 75.0%

• S&P was a good value (up 4.2%) 76.2% 70.8% 

• S&P helped leverage new financial support (down 6.5%) 14.5%                8.4%

Partners Invested…
EVENT COSTS

Total cost of festival events  $165,000
Range of single event cost $0 - $20,000
Average cost per event $2,899

HUMAN RESOURCES
# of staff members 156 
# of staff hours 1,704

# of volunteers 570
# of volunteer hours 3,575 

Operational 
Enhancements

• All New Festival Magazine 

• Website Enhancements
• Promotional Initiatives
• Financial Growth

Notable in 2007
Spirit & Place continues to enhance community 
visibility and financial stability.

New Festival Magazine

• Contemporary Design/Format
• Essays by Leading Local Voices 

• Artwork by Creative Renewal Fellows
• Presenter Index
• Improved Calendar & Event Index 
• Paid Advertisements (generating $22,100) 

• Doubled Distribution
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New Website Enhancements

• Web hits in 2007 were 1.1 million 
compared to 400,000 in 2006!

• Topic Search (50) 
• Presenter Search (130+ names) 
• Share Event with a Friend Feature
• Add to Outlook Calendar Feature
• Discussion Forum
• Partner Resource Page

Promotional Initiatives

• New thematic partnerships with The Center 
on Philanthropy at Indiana University & 
Central Indiana Community Foundation

• New “Momentum” Card (combining branding+evaluation) 

• New Event Signage 
• New Direct Mail Piece 
• Opening & Closing Weekend Events
• Increased Advertising Budget
• Enhanced Public Conversation Program

Financial Growth

• 70% increase in grants/sponsorships
• $27,500 in new grants/sponsorships

• $22,100 in advertising revenue
• $45,876 in in-kind support

Selected 
Pictures 

from 2007

Raising Our Voices

Singing out for 
human rights in 

All God’s 
Critters Got a 

Place in the 
Choir ,

presented by 
the 

Indianapolis 
Women’s 

Chorus and 
Park Tudor 

School. 
Building Community Together

Youth working on 
the House of 

Abraham. From Can 
Tzedakah, Tithing, 

and Zakat Save the 
World , presented by 

Bridging the Gap, 
Habitat for Humanity, 

International 
Interfaith Initiative, 

and Martin 
University.
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Learning New Skills

Learning new prayer 
practices in Praying 
in Color with 
author/artist Sybil 
Macbeth, presented 
by the Indianapolis 
Center for 
Congregations. 

Getting Connected

Learning how to 
serve on local 
nonprofit boards 
at Get on Board,
presented by Lacy 
Leadership 
Association, 
Leadership 
Ventures and 
Indiana Historical 
Society.

Understanding Our History

Celebrating lives that change 
our community and our world 

in Gathering the Stories of 
Everyday Heroes , presented 
by Indiana Historical Society 

and WFYI.

Celebrating Diversity

Sharing music and Capoeira
(an African martial art form) 
in Hidden in Plain Sight: 
Discovering Community 
Treasures, presented by 
Broadway United Methodist 
Church, Mapleton-Fall 
Creek Development 
Corporation, Starbucks / 
Magic Johnson Urban 
Coffee, and the Zawadi
Exchange.

Serving Community

Learning about knitting 
ministries and 

assembling layettes in 
One Stitch at a Time,

presented by Epworth 
United Methodist 

Church, IPS Learning 
Center for Pregnant 

and Parenting Teens, 
and Brownie Troops    

#1548 and #944.

Making art out of life 
in Making Memoirs, 

Making Sense, a 
collaboration 

between mothers of 
disabled children, 

seniors, 
incarcerated teens, 

and Anderson 
University art 

students, presented 
by the Writers 

Center of Indiana 
and Indianapolis Art 

Center.

Showcasing Local Talent
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Thank You!
From the 2007 Spirit & Place Advisory Board

• Karen Whitney, Chair, Vice Chancellor for Student Life and Diversity, Dean of Students, IUPUI  
• Jane Henegar, Vice Chair, State Coordinator, Project Citizen 
• Judith Cebula, Secretary, Director, Center for Faith and Vocation, Butler University  
• Rev. Kevin Armstrong, Senior Pastor, North United Methodist Church  
• The Honorable Sarah Evans Barker, Judge, U.S. District Court 
• David J. Bodenhamer, Executive Director, The Polis Center  
• Janet Boston, Director of Marketing, Arts Council of Indianapolis  
• Michael Cartwright, Dean, Ecumenical & Interfaith Programs, University of Indianapolis
• Simon Crookall, President and CEO, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra  
• Margot Eccles, Lacy Diversified Industries  
• Gloria Gaither, Gaither Family Resources and Gaither Music Company  
• Dr. Lewis Galloway, Senior Pastor, Second Presbyterian Church 
• Darrin Gray, Principal, Brandirect, Inc.  
• Rev. Felipe Martinez, Associate Executive Presbyter, The Presbytery of Whitewater Valley 
• Dr. Kent Millard, Senior Pastor, St. Luke's United Methodist Church  
• Paul Parker-Sawyers, Executive Director, Office of Faith-Based & Community Initiatives
• Gail Plater, Assistant Dean, Development & External Affairs, IU School of Liberal Arts, IUPUI  
• Joyce Sommers, President & CEO, Indianapolis Art Center 

Emeritus Board Member: 
• Lynn Youngblood, Senior Vice President & Provost Emeritus, University of Indianapolis

Don’t Miss the Next…

For More Information:

Pam Blevins Hinkle, festival director
pbhinkle@iupui.edu, 317-278-2644

Jennifer Gilles, program coordinator
gillesj@iupui.edu, 317-278-3623

Spirit & Place Festival
The Polis Center

1200 Waterway Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46202
www.spiritandplace.org


